
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi                                                                            The Honorable Kevin McCarthy

Speaker                                                                                                                Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives                                                                        U.S. House of Representatives

Washnal organizations respectfully ask for Congress to

replenish the Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF), administered by the Fd嘀d嘀d嘀d偰Tces and internet service at home. As

of now, the FCC has committed more than $6 billion in program funding provided by Congress to connect

more than 14 million students and teachers,1 a significant step toward addressing the well-documented

k-12 digital divide. A breakdown by state of ECF funding allocations is available here.

Demand for this program is clearly high. In the final a
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the FCC received requests for $2.8 billion in ECF funds, which was more than double the amount

remaining in the program. Without additional funding, many of these requests will not be met, leaving

millions of students disconnected at a time when learning loss and teacher shortages are leading

concerns. We cannot let this happen.

Although thankfully students are back in school buildings, they still need access to�r

high-speed internet at home to succeed academically. Once ECF support ends, schools and libraries will

struggle to meet this need. Here are some of their stories:

● Lower Yukon School District, in Mountain Village, Alaska, used their Emergency Connectivity

Funding to pay for infrastructure to extend affordable internet access to the homes of students

and teachers  If the E E rs  If 4 u pay fo瀀da@    ը退 te�　to@u ts

still need home access to the Internet, without a new source of funding, it will be out of reach.”

The fact remains that residential Internet in remote Alaska is simply not affordable.  ECF made

the critical infrastructure affordable, and it would be a waste of taxpayer dollars to just let that

infrastructure go unused if ECF funding ends.

1 https://www.fcc.gov/emergency-connectivity-fund

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/emergency-connectivity-fund
https://www.fcc.gov/emergency-connectivity-fund
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House Commerce Committee Chair Frank Pallone
House Commerce Committee Ranking Member Cathy McMorris Rogers
Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Pat Leahy
Senate Appropriations Committee Chair Richard Shelby
House Appropriations Committee Chair Rosa DeLauro
House Appropriations Committee Ranking Member Kay Granger

Senate Majority Whip Dick Durbin


