NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL WORKERS

NASW Standards for

School
Social Workh

Services

2012






NASW Standards for

S‘oaaf k Vorh

Services



National Association of Social Workers
+'3+& 3787 . #&
#& 6+7/*+38

1/>'(+8. 1'60 . #&
#& <+)98/:+ /6+)846

Standards for School Social Work Services
Work Group

/). +11+ 1:'6+> #& * #& #HH&#H
466/3+ 3*+6743 +8).2'60 #&

"43 :/ 7846 #& .

+8. +82'3 #& #& "$#

=33 =+ . #& #&

F= = L

47+5." [3+7/3 . #& #&
'641=3 "+* #& #& HHEH #&
[3*=#;+/-'68 # #& #&
'"1+33.42'7 #& #& #& ##&
'62+3 &+/73+6 #& #& #&

NASW Staff

$6)=" &./8'0+6 #& #&

#'643# T7796*88 #& #& #& #&
‘211, 26/ #& #&

?  '8/43'1 774)/'8/43 4, #4)I'1 &460+67
11"/-.87 "+7+6:+*



Contents

3864*9)8/43
$.+ :41:/3- 438+<8 4, *9)'8/43

93 6/3)/51+7

417 4, 8.+ #83"6%7

#8'36+7

#8'3¥6*  8./)7'3*W19+7

#8'3%6* 19'1/,/)'8/437

#8'3¥6*  TT+772+38

#8'3¥6*  38+6:+38/43

#8'3¥6*  +)/7/43 '0/3-'3* 6)8/)+ 19'8/43

#38'3¥'6* "+)46* ++5/3-






For o¥sr a huz  Sars school social worksrs

havwiss»> tovi 1% a critical lizNjsstamer



The ]+ ivi uals with Wisgeiliths § ucatioss ct
o 44 .hl& a prauthorizatios o ttt»
£ ucator oph Il lar ica % _hil fah ct
Ql"}‘ -1 ~ alsoa tsses school social work
$rvices This tauthorizatior  rofotes thts
a 0 tio? 0 % Sctive izterveztio?s a2z laces
a t»MuMor fmrtiorp allowid school
istricts to altsr syisstaztiall thte sciés2i® ar
i %2ti icatio? roc¢s urss or chil »* with
isgisilittes S *»ci icall !’Iﬁ‘ SrMits school
istricts to usv 2 rocess that tsrA s
stu 2ts gailit tof»s 07 tosche2tiic |
Svi %2é-iz orffh  izeervertiors as criferia
or s cial® ucatioz %1% jailit This a | roach
51 10 as %S 02 tO 12Gerve 202 "t! :
hasjs»? a lt» toaca »Mcar sshavioral
su ortsizs %cial az & ular% ucatior This
Btho car > lacs it isci» aze Ao Sl s
roéss 0 coft arif anilic a2 achiww b 2t 10

i%2d stu %e2is with bar2i® i iculides

Tt Maltittsr Ao w1 s@Ssts a mallocatior o
school social worh ssrvices to 2 f»ss schoolw#i
az sl rou izterertior az cozsi ratioz
o Mot irtsrsive istarvsrtiors oris ivi ual
stu 2ts_jpase o2 thwir bl 0 1';-5 02$ 10
istarrrtiors at rior bvels TR o] rafhwork
ifscts school %rso2 #l 1o Mo ritor stu 2t
sucésss across all thiws bevsls a2 to ks
ata-iz orfb  Scisiozs to werM A which
stu Sts v q1its Mot i26»2sive bnals 0
irtorertior <5 usif  ata-iz orfh  Scisior
ML schools car Mo Sctival  ifect

frsourcss to Witsts ths  ats #i

£ ucatiozal t»$varch has ocus» o2 tlt»
ollowi® ivsto icsaz willlidsl coztzits to
haws 2 ifect iff! act 02 school social work

ractice ! izt rate irterertioz% orts that



oM hasime riffhr  fevertior, ~ Sarl
sci$s 21 ar {2frvertior, 3 a  roaclhs to

izforvertior that tad st Al b rish actors iz



2. Social Justice: £ gial ucatiozal o  ortuzit
cortizths 1ot a2 Slusive® oal as iz icats js
isct» azches iz star ar iz Mhasus o
achi'-v"-!nnt{a,ra uatio? rates az tht»
Srée2thS 0 stu Sris atter 1% colbS% across
o ulatio? sy rou s Liis i ortast or t
school social worksr to collgs orats with a2
acilitat» collgs oratio» aMh L stu Srts | ateris
coy»it fnrfg.‘-rs a Misisratior fractters |
az otlhrschoolsta toi%2d wa sto
iztsrefar]  with stu S 2ts who stn®5 b t0
A it ull oM ucatiozal s sty 2
Scold ical »rs wctive it hallfark o social
worh% ucatio? iswss»2tial ori :d 15

Bsourcss ora  ressif disss is arithes

3. Multitier Interventions: s Multithr b 1



“Mrsiratid alach o s 028 to ther !
i2Gr*e2tio?s $tu % 2ts ar» 11 O e
a idozalsu orto % attbr. Thess
stratd trs shoul js*s* ichrrttoa 1 az
% Sctive iz e 0 ro ucid ra i
i roveM st iz stu 2t gailit to bearz a2

_is* sucéss ul i school

Tier 3 fo51s to ths uss 0 wvi 2ée-iz ordh

iz ivi valar lob -terMirtereztiors Ther

3 izterve2tiozs at» rovi % to stu %2ts who

hav» $»rious aca ‘-Inc_“.‘.havioral or

social %Abtioral rgje A that corstituts a

chro#ic co# itio* that has 2ot s 02 % 1o
ata- rive? ther ! or thr~, iztrve2tiors T

€ oal o this ther is to #» ucs ths #5 ative i act

o th cor itio 02 a stu 2ts_yzciiori®

Thor 3 i2tsrv*e2ti0 28 12vOlvs 12t 25ivee

iz ivi valize stra¢d tes that arts it b2 e
orsxtrr % Srio so tifhar  fateri

irvols cofMurit $%2ches Wata roMiter 3

irtsrvertiors Mo iz icats thts #% 10 cO2si Sr

Sl jsilit  ors Scial» ucatio? Services

L sy, school social worksrs 20t 021
rovi % itsct Services to chil #»2 who 1 auit>
_isasic #% s or'sxhinit chalbs% i% jshavior jyut
alsoba e 2tio?® orts thatsu  ort chil 2
thro® hjsuil i i ca acit o afll
Iﬂ.fg.‘-rs othtsr school sta a2 co i

&% 2cies to il rovs stu %2t outcoMhs

Thwesw staz ar s w1 Svelo % tojroa 1
S 1% thte sco % 0 Services that school social
worksrs shall rovi % that school a MY »istrators

shoul su ort a2 thatstu wrsar afilis



shoul “x sct Thsstaz ar safs %sb #~ 10
Srhazcés awars#ess 0 s sMills h2zowhs 5% |
valitrs Mhtho s a» $ersitivic school social
workers #%  to worhs Ssctivel withiz

school s st

Taall giiss star ar s will siflats ths
Swmlo Bhrto chrard ui Sliss § oals ar
Qi Ssctives ™elate  to school social workh
Srrvices 12 social worM ractiés feswarch |

olic az % ucatioz

Thi» s %ci ich oals o ths staz ar s ars
tosta lishx *sctatio?s or school social

worh racti¢es a2z Swrvices,

to* »sur» that school social worh $»rvices at»

Suis i thtg SW .

to%2suts thts h$ Itsst_aualit o school social
worh $ervices willje» rovi % to stu »2ts
ar  aMilps,

to rovi % ajeasis ora vocati® or clirrts

® hts toe» tvats  with f»s %ctaz B 2it



Standard 1. Ethics and Values

School social worksrs shall a s to tht»*sthics
az valis o th» social worh ro®ssioz a»

shall us» thts 2y SW as ad ui % to
Sthical Scisior MUN£L  whiks uz Srstaz i5
tt» uziats as cts 0 school social worh  ractics
az th» #% so the stu 2ts | afe2ts a2
coMMi2ichs i Sorvee

Interpretation

School social worksrs shall %&b zstrate cors
valibes 0 $rvice social ustics | B 2it a2
worth o the Srsoz i ortazés o hufh:
tlatiorshi s j2&8rit ar cofatrrcs L



Standard 2. Qualifications

School social worksrs shall Bt ths  rovisio#s
or ro%ssioral ractics S»tjs W SWar thhir

s Sctive state % artfh2t o % ucatio? az
ossrss M2owhs 8% ar  uz Srstar 1% jyasic 1o

tht» social worh ro%ssioz as wll as tht» local

% ucatio? s st

Interpretation

School social worksrs shall havs a ra uats

& s iz social worh rofMla r& rafacess it
v th»__ouzcil o2 Social Worb & ucatio»
_SWE j 2 SW B i is s teco s &
St -bvl guali icato? or a school social
worksr ositioz sa istizcts “cialt withiz
tht» social worh ro%ssioz school social worh
> miites s Scializs Mrowhs S% a2

ur Srstaz i% o % ucatior s st which
shoul j*» rovi % js social worh ucatio?

r& raf T school social worksr shall

activel $eh this s wcializs traizifs whtes dis
_SWE acct» it» 1 raf Gus 2ot rovi it

School social worksrs shalljs*s lice2s» jo  stats
_noar s o social worhaz ¢erti t» throd h stats

S artBhrts 0 % ucatioz whe2 availgs b

School social worksrs shall havs s *scializ»

Mowh &% az aruz Srstaz i% o historical

az curte2t Srs Sctives 0 uplic school

% ucatio? at tht» local stat» a2 zatiozal bwals |

izclu i% % ucatioral +» orflar M islatior

School social worksrs shall also js*»

Mowh S%gin b gaoutssvi w2ée-iz orfh

a roacltss to trachi® a» Marzi® that
rofbes  ositive aca M outcodhs or

all stu »2ts






a 1o riate Jresrvertiors shalljf»jsas» o2
assrss b 25 abwvart to ths cozcares iz ths
»arral az izclu %% oals g Swctives Miho so
Svaluatioz a2 outcoM criteria !rl‘-rv".rtiors
shallje*s 2 1t -withiz th» Multithor radbvork
az a  tss theoscold s orsxa@ b hodh

school coM My, »it Mgt fabvart to ths
ravbMsif 2 fess

Standard 5. Decision Making and Practice
Evaluation

School social worksrs shall uss ata 10 ui
Srvics Sliver a2 towvaluats thwir ractcs

Sularl toift rove az Sx ar Srvices

Interpretation

School social worksrs shall colbsct azal 2» |

s srithesize a2 iserMizate ata felats to thsir
ractié» School social worksrs shall co? uct

0% 0i Svaluatior to werrdi#s ths bl 0

% Sctiveess 0 all izterve2tio?s  Stho s use

tovaluats social worh racti¢s shall je*» assrss»
Srio icall to*2surs that gis “sctives activithes |

ar Masuts outcoMhs ats alf #~  with ths

local® ucatio? $%2c sSoalsar social worbh

Sthical ractiés

Standard 6. Record Keeping
School social vorksrs shall Mhi»tair accurats
ataar tecor s thatats tehvaztto laz2is |

i b rtagior a2 Svaluatioz o school social

worh $»1vices

Interpretation

School social worksrs shall A hiztaiz 681

accurat» a2 coz i “»ztial fscor s that
ocuh 2t school social worb $srvices

M 2strats outcoMhs az rofbes

accouziginilit to tht» local®s ucatior $%zc



N
- - ! -
ar co®Muric ¥cor s shall je*» Mirgaite

accor i% to % Sral stat» a2 local laws

Standard 7. Workload Management

School social worksrs shall o azizs thsir
worMoa s to ul ill tsir f»s o 2sjpilittes a2
clari  thtwir critical robss withi# thte® ucatiozal
Missior o s school or istrict i which

th» worh

Interpretation

School social vorksrs shall Aaz£% thwir work

iz ar% ichertar % wctive Mar A Priorithes

or ractiés shallj’» “vslo %  collgis orativel
_is»tw 2 thts school social worksr a2t

su Srvisor 2rioritts shallisstanlisht» o th»
_sasis o th» #% s 0 stu »2ts | ro%ssiozal shills

ot school social worksr |, rd rafl s s

srarch 22 availgsilic o othter fssourcss

School social workers shall *r orf'robss a2

s ozsiiliths across a Muldtsr rabworh or

Srvics Sliver ar uss techzoldé  to%rhazés

coM M »icatio» Qetaiz az ol aris

iz orffhtior “Morstrate accourtpilic a2

coM hits worhloa assh »Mh»ts

Standard 8. Professional Development
School social worksrs shall ursits co2tizuous
“rharéMhito Mrowh S% a2 shills to

rovi  ths Most curts 2t_jp»#» icial a2
culturall a ro riate $ervices to stu *»2ts
ar tir afllies

Interpretation
School social worksrs shall a s to tht»

ar ollowstats ro%ssiozal
5 ulatio? & ar i% cortizui® % ucatio?

1> iit» M 2ts School social worksrs shall acésss



05 0iH su Srvisior az  corsultatio? to izcivasy

thrir roSssiozal roichsrc az coMloterés



Standard 10. Interdisciplinary Leadership and
Collaboration

School social worksrs shall rovi % bea “rshi

iz “wlo i a ositive school clifhes a2

worh collgnorativel with school a MY ristratio»
school “rsoz#l adil fﬂ»’!}."-rs az
cofhurit  rowssioralsasa ro riafs to

izcteasy acrssipilit a2 S Sctive#95s 0 Services

Interpretation

School social worksrs shall Ssrvs as bra Srs a2

corsultartsiz rofoti®  ositive school

clifhes School social worksrs shall also s»rvvs

as bra Srsaz  cozsultazts to acilitats a2

ur Srstaz id o actors iz ths ho®s school

ar coMMurit thata “ctstu »rts % ucatiozal

Sy Sriv2ées School social workers shall rovi %

traizi% ar %% $% ateris school Srsoz#l |

otltrr rowssiorals az coMMuric MAors ix

th» t»Moval o_isarrbers to bar2i®  School social

worksrs shall also rovi * bea Srshi a2

collgsoratio? i tts it b 2tatior o

co® ®ltsrsive schooldeass az  school-lizk»
ré rafb that  rofbes stu %2t wllisid a2

ositive aca ¢ outcoMhs

Standard 11. Advocacy

School social worksrs shall%% &% iz a vocac
that $$ehs to* #surs that all stu “2ts havs* gual
acésss to% ucatio? a2 S»rvices toszhazée thwir

A s
aca »Inc o ™SS

Interpretation

School social worksrs shall a2 vocats or stu *2ts
ar thwir aflies Thisa vocac izclu s

Il i5 e air acéess t0 a2 & Sctival us»
orfful ar iz orful co®™Muric fesourcs that

Srgebs afilbes to 8ol -a vocats School social
worksrs as s se»dS chafs $%2ts shall i %t



atvas 0 A thatats z0ti»iB a  frss» s
tlt» local® ucatior #%rc az cofMuric a»
shall worM to ci*sats $ervices thata  tess thess
#9 s School social workers shallje i or/f%
geout court Scisiozs Mo islatios rubs az

#5 ulatiozs a2  olicks a2z roés urss that
a Sctschool social worh ractiés 0% “sctivee]

a vocats» or stu “»2ts

Qualifications and Title
K2 SW S fieis the fecofilh 2 <
Seir -kl mnali icado? or school social
worksrs !«ocal"- ucatio &% z2chrs shoul *»2surs
that school social workers have a2 SW <5
oMy & raflaceds its ) _,/SVV{
‘jo‘v’-v‘-r shoul ths locals ucatio? &%z
%M 15 school social worksrs whoss h st
S févis aSW ar  SW-bswsl social worksr
shoul rovi % su “rvisioz or ths SW-ksvsl

social wvorksr

Salartss a2 @ classi icatio*s o school social
worksrs shoul _js*» co™ B, rsurats with thsir
S ucatio? Sex riezés a2 es O2sipilithes a2
i coM arge b to sifilarl auali t» s Scializs
irzstructiozal su  ort SrsozlsA o4 s it

. . ..
local% ucatio? @%z2c

School social worksr i is th» ositio? tiths that

“«
cortretl 1 %2t bes thhr® ucatioraljpack rour |
ro%ssioz az uzctioz o asocial worker
oMo v alocal®s ucatior $%2c  wilber
tithss such as att»? azé& o icer i u il
Srs02 #] W:)r};‘-r ‘ hof a» SCi"lOOI visitor i

- “
ho®, school coor izator i visiti® trachher i

g
« “



afil collgis orative ‘vvork"-ri, af]
"s Scialist ‘,or hofM, 2] s“"-cialist l ro*sct
izcoM hots a‘i Misha i 20tiors o school
social worksrs _auali icatio?s a2 uzctiozs a2

shoul 2oti*» us»

A 1l social workesrs i school st s shoul

a i to th»

Roles of State Education Agencies/
Credentialing/Licensing Boards

Stats % artfhris 0 % ucatio? or othhr stats

% 2tithes that lice 26w or Grrti % ucatiozal
Srso2 %] shoul & ulats school social

worh ractice

Stat» % art/Bhresshoul su  ortastats
corsultazt ositio? to oversss gualit assurazés
o school social worh ractiés s state cozsultazt
shoul haveaz SW &% havs ifsct

Sx Srie 2 as a school social worksr a2 _js»
M2owhs S%ga b g out curts2t w2 s i school
social worh ractiéeaz  olic TH» stats
cozsultazt shoul worM clossl -with stats |
& joral ar ratoral ro%ssioral ob arizatiozs
thatsu ort school social worh ractiés a2

ar» h2owhs S5%gis b gaout thts 1 0 school

social workh

Roles of Local Education Agencies
Administrative Support. TH» a M ristrative
structuts 0 tht» local ucatior $%7c shoul
Sli#ate chrar li®s»s 0 su  ortaz
accouzignilit or tht» school social work
rérafar  rovis oro ifuMus o s
}school social worksrs hzowhs % a»  shills
b alistic g Sscri tiors worhi® cor itiors

ar worMoa staz ar safsSsse2tial or



N

% Sctive  ractics B8 ular frvirw 0 S oals

Qi mCtives accoln lishA »s ar accourtgilit
roc» ufss o thtw school social work rd rafl

. L s . .
at» also #scwssar Wash ratioz o a ba  social






Ratios
TIt» local ucatior $%2c shoul “stgplish a»
i b, 24 2 school social worker-to-stu 2t

o ulatio? ratio to*s2surs *vaso 2gis b» worMoa
%y Sctatio?s Tl local® ucatio? &%2c shoul

rovi * school social vorh $»rviées at a kvl that
issu icherttoa tess the zatuts a2 Sxtr2to
stu 2t &% sp ro riate ratios or school
social wvorh sta  to stu »2ts % %2 02 th»
characteristics a2 ## so tht» stu 2t

o ulatio? t0je*» $ervv»  as Wl as othher
tssourcss i# ths local ucatior ®%z2c az
co®Muzit availgebs toa  tss thisss # s
€ ach local or stats* ucatior &%2c shoul
Sstgnlish a % giate bwsls a2 € %s 0 school
social worlh services o2 thtwjsasis o

coM Slts2sive 8 s assrss M2t ata

School social vorh ssrviées shoul _is» rovi
ataratio o o#» school social worksr to*ach
schoolisuil i% s»rvi% u to- 8% Aral

S ucatio? stu %2t or aratioo L~ Y8 stu S 2ts
Wits» a school social worker is rovi i/%
Srvices to stu »2ts with i2t»2sive #% s 2

. . . £
low»r ratio such as LY@ is steo%sts
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