NSBA urges Congress and the Administration to provide greater and sustained resources for locally
determined programs that are critical to school safety, such as school resource officers, school counseling,
emergency preparedness and response training, interagency coordination, and a federal school safety
technical assistance center to serve as a resource and clearinghouse of federal guidance and training
resources. NSBA also urges greater and sustained federal resources that expand access to mental health
services and support comprehensive “wrap-around” services to schools that include a range of community
resources to address safety and intervention. Further, NSBA reaffirms the purpose of the Gun-Free School
Zones Act to ensure the safety of our nation’s schoolchildren.

1.2 Trauma Informed/Trauma Responsive Practices

NSBA urges Congress and the Department of Education to provide funding and programmatic resources
for states and districts to support trauma responsive and trauma informed teaching and learning through
high quality, culturally responsive curriculum and instruction in a wide range of content areas, including
the arts, health and physical education, and teacher and principal professional learning and student
enrichment, enacted as part of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Congress must make significant
investments in sustained, long-term care to help address the trauma of the pandemic as well as
implement immediate solutions that can serve students remotely. Further, NSBA supports and advocates
for evidence-based policy and services that are aimed at developing approaches to be used in schools









NSBA PRIORITY IlI
ADVOCATING FOR CONTINUED TITLE FUNDS

3.1 Elementary and Secondary Education Act Implementation (ESEA)

NSBA urges Congress to reauthorize the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), referred to in
the most recent reauthorization as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), and to fully fund ESSA until
ESEA is reauthorized to support states and local school districts in achieving the goals of ESSA, including
programs that support student academic enrichment that must be identified and implemented by local
education agencies working with local school board oversight. NSBA urges Congress to use its oversight
authority to ensure that the Administration upholds the local governance provision in the law and
meaningfully engages local school boards during each step of the ESSA implementation process, including
to support Local Education Agency (LEA) plan development with local school board governance. NSBA
also urges the Administration to implement ESSA in a transparent and collaborative manner that
recognizes ESSA’s limitation of executive overreach and reaffirms local school board governance.

3.2 Teacher and Principal Effectiveness

NSBA urges Congress to provide funding for innovation, research, and implementation of locally
developed strategies to improve teacher and principal effectiveness authorized by the Every Student
Succeeds Act and the Higher Education Act to increase student achievement through:

(@) Evidence-based preparation and professional development, including residency programs
administered by partnerships of institutions of higher education and local districts;

(b) Evidence-based evaluation systems;

(c) Alternative certification programs;
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NSBA PRIORITY VI
PROMOTING PROTECTION/ACCOUNTABILITY FOR THE USE OF PuBLIC FUNDS

6.1 Use of Public Funds for Non-Public Education

Resolutions
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Impact Aid, 3.3
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Vouchers, 6.1, 6.2
21st Century Skills, 2.3, 7.1, 8.1
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