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e Therule issued by the U.S. Department of Education concerning Title IX Sexual Harassment
regulations should be modi ed by starting the “Notice and Rulemaking” process to make it
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Key Education Recommendations for the Biden/Harris Administration
in 2021 and Beyond:
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fl TRe last four year§lave ificlud daprot;IE' tic focus dige ngfederal funds aw; from publlc\‘
e

sdnool students tq Juppolt private educatigh. COVID-19 ni ed the massive nggative impac
ofthis harmful poldy decigion. NSBA urges the new adim§nidtration to strongly oppose voucher
préposals and othdrlattacks on public educakion fundingl Ingtead, we encourage you to increas
investment in pubhc schools to' promote school transformation and innovation. Educational options
that are available for students at local public schools; district-approved charter schools; magnet
schools with a specialized focus on certain areas such as science, technology, arts, engineering,
and mathematics (STEAM); and schools 0 ering a suite of di erent instructional models—such as
a shift to more student-centered and personalized learning to promote deeper learning and skill
development—should be expanded to better promote 21st century skills. The federal government
must also provide increased funding and resources to support public school transformation to
boost student achievement through IDEA, Title |, and other revenue streams. There should also be
investments to help systemically underserved students by strengthening the Head Start program to
better provide services for pre-Kindergarten students and through Title 11l of ESEA to help students
who are English Learners get the resources they need. There must be a strong investment in public
school students, especially for the populations of students that require the most assistance.
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<§ Providing studentgwith disabilities an excellent education is not dily a legal requirement under
IDEA, but also the @orrect and moral thing to do. Public schools adfoss the nation are committed

to providing those qtudents with opportunities to learn and succedd every day. While local districts
are providing this vdluable service, the federal government has notllived up to its responsibility to
provide adequate funding to help local schools with the e orts to educate students with disabilities.
This failure not only hurts the more than 7 million students with disabilities; but it also hurts all the
students who attend public schools. The new administration should fully fund IDEA in its budget or
0 erapathway to implement full funding over a 10-year period, as called for by legislation in the
most recent Congress, the bipartisan and bicameral IDEA Full Funding Act.
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« ' Students fronflow-ficome§amilies face numegous challenges that requirdienhanced resources and
assistance. Thi Titlql progrm of the ESEA, asppmended by the Every Studgnt Succeeds Act (ESSA),
provides necegsary fundingjto local educationdl agencies and schools thatpave high numbers and/
or percentageg of stlidents from low-income families. NSBA believes fundirlg for the Title | program
should be increased and would support the Président’s proposal to triple funding for this important
program that helps level the playing eld so all students can have an excellent education.
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<§ Afnost 17 million public schod studentsfack adequate access to high-speed broadband and/or internet
ddvices. The new administratign must mdke cloging the digital divide in education a high priority. This
wij require focus from the Pre§ident, the Pepartnent of Education, the Federal Communications
Cammission (FCC), and other ggencies. President Biden should call on Congress to invest in eliminating
broadband infrastructure gap$ and in investing in the students and families without adequate home
high-speed broadband and/or internet devices. The administration also should engage with the major
technology companies and internet providers on this important issue.

e Thisinfrastructure work should include a request by the administration for the funding the FCC
needs to support the implementation of the bipartisan Broadband DATA Act (approved by Congress
earlier this year).

< The National Education Technology Plan should focus on issues that have arisen because of
COVID-19 and include input from relevant stakeholders, including NSBA and local school boards.

e Further, NSBA urges Congress and the FCC to reinstate net neutrality, as it is bene cial to school
districts and communities for a ordable broadband connectivity, especially to those in rural and
remote areas.
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Th{§ growing shortage of teachers was § major praplem i education prior to COVID-19; and the
parfjdemic has made the issue that mudh more dedperatd Immediate steps must be taken to recruit
molfe teachers to the profession and prgvide resoufces fof teachers to help retain them in the
prolession. The next reauthorization of he Higher kducatlon Act (HEA) must do more to strengthen
educator preparation and encourage high-performing stidents to become teachers through
proposals such as the bipartisan Preparing and Retaining Education Professionals (PREP) Act. ESEA
Title Il funding should be increased to allow for modern professional development focused on better
using technology and student learning data and teaching in innovative instruction models that can
better prepare students to have necessary 21st century skills.
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e The admirgftration must make a strong investment in school infrastructure. NSBA supports
modern, -designed, and safe school buildings, with resources that improve learning and
facilitate sjudent achievement—including high-speed broadband connections and state-of-the-art
science ladaratories—and that feature energy-e cient green building designs. NSBA supports a
federal govérnment commitment to work with states and school districts to fund the rebuilding
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Th recent ransomware and other serious cyberattacks on public schools further indicate the

nedd for stronger prevention programs to mitigate the massive privacy and network security risks
asspciated with today’s information-driven world. Cybersecurity investments must be included as
par{ of emergency education and broadband funding provided by Congress. It is also important the
administration works with the major technology companies and internet providers to help address
these issues. There should also be a focus on better protecting the data and privacy of students.
The 40-year-old Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) does not adequately address
the needs of students, school districts, parents, state education agencies, and federal education
policies. NSBA urges that FERPA be modernized so schools can use data to best serve students
and families, while at the same time protecting the privacy and security of personal information
and the health and safety of school communities. NSBA also encourages federal policies that
support e ective training regarding data usage, privacy, and security protections for administrators,
teachers, and other personnel. Finally, NSBA strongly supports the ED Privacy Technical Assistance
Center (PTAC) and recommends it be strengthened to help school districts understand federal
privacy requirements and deal with the numerous privacy issues raised by the pandemic and the
broader transition to greater digital learning.
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e NSBArecolhmdgnhds he Blden/Harrls administration and membergof Congress from both parties
act swiftly t anjendthe lllegal Immigration Reform and Immigran§Responsibility Act of 1996 to
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