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Key Education Recommendations for the Biden/Harris Administration  
in 2021 and Beyond:

Promote Public School Innovation and Oppose Diversion of Taxpayer Funds to Private Schools   
• The last four years have included a problematic focus diverting federal funds away from public 

school students to support private education. COVID-19 magnified the massive negative impact 
of this harmful policy decision. NSBA urges the new administration to strongly oppose voucher 
proposals and other attacks on public education funding. Instead, we encourage you to increase 
investment in public schools to promote school transformation and innovation. Educational options 
that are available for students at local public schools; district-approved charter schools; magnet 
schools with a specialized focus on certain areas such as science, technology, arts, engineering, 
and mathematics (STEAM); and schools offering a suite of different instructional models—such as 
a shift to more student-centered and personalized learning to promote deeper learning and skill 
development—should be expanded to better promote 21st century skills. The federal government 
must also provide increased funding and resources to support public school transformation to 
boost student achievement through IDEA, Title I, and other revenue streams. There should also be 
investments to help systemically underserved students by strengthening the Head Start program to 
better provide services for pre-Kindergarten students and through Title III of ESEA to help students 
who are English Learners get the resources they need. There must be a strong investment in public 
school students, especially for the populations of students that require the most assistance.

Provide Full Funding of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
• Providing students with disabilities an excellent education is not only a legal requirement under 

IDEA, but also the correct and moral thing to do. Public schools across the nation are committed 
to providing those students with opportunities to learn and succeed every day. While local districts 
are providing this valuable service, the federal government has not lived up to its responsibility to 
provide adequate funding to help local schools with the efforts to educate students with disabilities. 
This failure not only hurts the more than 7 million students with disabilities; but it also hurts all the 
students who attend public schools. The new administration should fully fund IDEA in its budget or 
offer a pathway to implement full funding over a 10-year period, as called for by legislation in the 
most recent Congress, the bipartisan and bicameral IDEA Full Funding Act. 

Help Students from Low-Income Families Through Increased Funding for Title I 
• Students from low-income families face numerous challenges that require enhanced resources and 

assistance. The Title I program of the ESEA, as amended by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), 
provides necessary funding to local educational agencies and schools that have high numbers and/
or percentages of students from low-income families. NSBA believes funding for the Title I program 
should be increased and would support the President’s proposal to triple funding for this important 
program that helps level the playing field so all students can have an excellent education.
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Promote Digital Equity and Close the Homework Gap
• Almost 17 million public school students lack adequate access to high-speed broadband and/or internet 

devices. The new administration must make closing the digital divide in education a high priority. This 
will require focus from the President, the Department of Education, the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC), and other agencies. President Biden should call on Congress to invest in eliminating 
broadband infrastructure gaps and in investing in the students and families without adequate home 
high-speed broadband and/or internet devices. The administration also should engage with the major 
technology companies and internet providers on this important issue.

• This infrastructure work should include a request by the administration for the funding the FCC 
needs to support the implementation of the bipartisan Broadband DATA Act (approved by Congress 
earlier this year).

• The National Education Technology Plan should focus on issues that have arisen because of 
COVID-19 and include input from relevant stakeholders, including NSBA and local school boards.

• Further, NSBA urges Congress and the FCC to reinstate net neutrality, as it is beneficial to school 
districts and communities for affordable broadband connectivity, especially to those in rural and 
remote areas.

Focus on Teacher Recruitment, Retention, and Professional Training 
• The growing shortage of teachers was a major problem in education prior to COVID-19; and the 

pandemic has made the issue that much more desperate. Immediate steps must be taken to recruit 
more teachers to the profession and provide resources for teachers to help retain them in the 
profession. The next reauthorization of the Higher Education Act (HEA) must do more to strengthen 
educator preparation and encourage high-performing students to become teachers through 
proposals such as the bipartisan Preparing and Retaining Education Professionals (PREP) Act. ESEA 
Title II funding should be increased to allow for modern professional development focused on better 
using technology and student learning data and teaching in innovative instruction models that can 
better prepare students to have necessary 21st century skills.

Invest in School Infrastructure
• The administration must make a strong investment in school infrastructure. NSBA supports 

modern, well-designed, and safe school buildings, with resources that improve learning and 
facilitate student achievement—including high-speed broadband connections and state-of-the-art 
science laboratories—and that feature energy-efficient green building designs. NSBA supports a 
federal government commitment to work with states and school districts to fund the rebuilding 



Recommendations to the Biden/Harris Administration

7

Focus on Cybersecurity and Student Privacy 
• The recent ransomware and other serious cyberattacks on public schools further indicate the 

need for stronger prevention programs to mitigate the massive privacy and network security risks 
associated with today’s information-driven world. Cybersecurity investments must be included as 
part of emergency education and broadband funding provided by Congress. It is also important the 
administration works with the major technology companies and internet providers to help address 
these issues. There should also be a focus on better protecting the data and privacy of students. 
The 40-year-old Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) does not adequately address 
the needs of students, school districts, parents, state education agencies, and federal education 
policies. NSBA urges that FERPA be modernized so schools can use data to best serve students 
and families, while at the same time protecting the privacy and security of personal information 
and the health and safety of school communities. NSBA also encourages federal policies that 
support effective training regarding data usage, privacy, and security protections for administrators, 
teachers, and other personnel. Finally, NSBA strongly supports the ED Privacy Technical Assistance 
Center (PTAC) and recommends it be strengthened to help school districts understand federal 
privacy requirements and deal with the numerous privacy issues raised by the pandemic and the 
broader transition to greater digital learning.

Pass Legislation to Protect Dreamers and Establish a Pathway to Citizenship
• NSBA recommends the Biden/Harris administration and members of Congress from both parties 

act swiftly to amend the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 to 
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